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PRESIDENTôS REPORT 

 
Unseasonal warm weather did not prevent 14 1800/120s from putting 
on a glistening display at the GLT open day held at GLT motors in Ca-
palaba on Saturday 3 October. 
 
The event also saw the debut of Jeff Turnerôs new ñladyò, a safari yel-
low ô70 1800E. It is in very fine condition indeed, and its new owner is 
tickled pink by his purchase. 
 
It was good to see a number of classics that have not seen an outing 
for some time. One thing was apparent from the display, and that is 
that most (if not all) of the cars in our club are now to a very high stan-
dard. 
 
There was also a lot of opening and shutting of doors, and much peer-
ing under bonnets, as our members shared each others enthusiasm 
for their classic Volvos. 
 
I hope members enjoyed the event, and maybe even learned a thing or 
two, as after all, isnôt that what itôs about? 
 
As always, a warm and sincere thanks to Peer for his hospitality in in-
viting us to take part in the event again this year. 
 
By the time you read this, our AGM will have been held at the Yeronga 
RSL. Future events will be the subject of next editionôs column. 
 
On that note, do members have any suggestions for future events? 
The Australia Day and RACQ rally have been suggested to me for next 
year. What do members think? 
 
Members, Christmas time will be on us before we know it. Time to start 
putting aside a little cash for those odd jobs that need doing on your 
car, and to start planning to put aside the time to do it. Please keep 
those beauties to the highest standard that you can! 
 
This is what classic motoring is about. Keeping, maintaining and enjoy-
ing your car(s). ña stitch in time will save nineòé.. so get those span-
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ners ready. Your president is always happy to lend a hand if mechanics is not your strength. 
 
Until then 
 
Volvo for life 
 
Robert Bakker 
PS will members please send me an email at Robert@rblawyers.com.au, so I can add you to my address 
book for quick updates. 

(Continued from previous page) 

 

 

Volvo 1800-120 Parts 
New & Used parts for your old Volvo 

10% discount to all Club Members 

Website for Catalogues & other Information http//www.volvo1800-120parts.com.au 
Contact: George Minassian 

george@volvo1800-120parts.com.au  or Ph:07 5524 7158 mob:0418 225121 
I carry a large range of New and Used parts for 1800,120 and 140 series Volvos 

Technical Advice? Contact me - more than happy to help 

All Rubber Parts 

Chrome (New & Used) 

Brake Parts 

Fuel Tanks 

Engine Parts 

Electrical Parts 

Interiors (made in Sweden) 

Gaskets and Seals 

Mirrors 

Dash Pads 

Exhaust Systems 

Lamps & Lenses 

Air & Oil Filters 

Carpet Sets - Door Panels 

Suspension (New & Used) 

USED PARTS 

 

Volvo 1800-120 Club Members - Please Note 
 

Attention to Volvo 1800-120 Members who have not as yet renewed their membership this financial year. 
This will be your last Rolling magazine if you havenôt renewed by the end of November. 

If in doubt please check with George or Vicki Minassian and donôt miss out on any magazines. 

mailto:Robert@rblawyers.com.au
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Esther and Simonõs VP 1800 
It was a love affair at first sight and it replaced a modern Honda S2000 

Tales Of Two Volvos ééé. 
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Esther and Simonõs VP 1800 
It was a love affair at first sight and it replaced a modern Honda S2000 

Second Time Lucky 123GT 

When my first 123GT was written off I was 
devastated. But I knew where there was an-

other nice one that was not for sale.  
Not for longééé. 

Tales Of Two Volvos ééé. 
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Owners: Esther Dickins & Simon Perry 
Owned Since: 2005 
Model: 1969 B20B 1800S 
Type: 183352S 
Chassis number: 28865  
Colour: Pearl White with Red Interior 
 
A few years ago now Simon & I started to think that a classic car might be for us. We were driving a Honda 
S2000 at the time. It was loads of fun but we drove so rarely, we had to recharge the battery for each drive 
and it lost value daily. We both appreciated classic cars but my only concern was finding something rea-
sonably reliable so I was not left stranded by the side of the road. 
 
We were mulling over what to choose and went to the Macquarie Street Rally on Australia Day. This was 
when I first saw and fell in love with the P1800. There was just one, beautiful, silver with the bull horn 
bumper but I did not think much more of it as I thought it would be too expensive. 
 
We looked round testing Stags, Alfas and others but nothing really grabbed us both. At some stage Simon 
mentioned there was P1800ôs for under $20K and it was instantly on our short list. Not only did I love the 
looks it was in the Guinness Book of Records for its reliability! 
 
In our search we decided to take a weekend trip to Melbourne. First stop was the Healey Factory where, 
while looking at other cars, we noticed a white P1800 outside but did not take too much notice of it. After a 
disappointing day trekking the suburbs our thoughts came back to the white Volvo. We made our way back 
for a closer look and a test drive which really gave us something to think about. The following day we 
phoned up to buy it. 
 

We arranged to pick it up on the Easter long weekend 
(2005) so we could drive it back to Sydney. As soon as we 
got in our excitement grew. Two blocks down the road we 
decided to stop for cleaning supplies. By the first town we 
had to find a chemist to stock up on cotton buds, to really 
get into the details. We happily pottered back northwards 
ï Simon driving while I cleaned and polished all the areas 
I could reach from my seat.  
 
On the first evening we came out of our motel room to find 
an older couple standing at our car chatting. As we walked 
up they commented on how pretty it was and asked if we 
knew it was The Saintôs car. We have since found that it 
attracts a lot of attention from those who remember Simon 
Templar. It also draws gazes of younger people including 
small children and bikies, whose look of surprise when 
they are drawn in to read the badge óVolvoô is always 
priceless. 
 
It was not until the car let out splutter going up a particu-
larly large hill that it occurred to us, driving an old car we 
did not know all that way might not be a great idea. Luckily 
it sprang back to life, motored out of the valley and all the 
way home. 
 
Once we had had a chance to come to grips with the state 
of the car, we commenced what was in the end, an epic 
restoration but we started with much more modest inten-

Our VP1800 by Esther Dickens 
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tions. The exterior was in pretty good shape with just a few small rust spots in the sills. The interior how-
ever, was suffering from too much sun with a warped dash, perished panels and it was pink, not red. Al-
though Simon often dreamed of stripping everything back we intended only to replace the dash and per-
ished panels and clean up the rest. To this end I cleaned the interior & Simon the exterior in every detail. 
 
Our plans went on hold for around 3 months while we waited for parts when during a routine service at a 
shop, a car was backed into the front. The bright side was we got a new grill. 
 
By this time we had hunted out Gerry Listerôs Volvo Downunder Spares and after much deliberation, de-
cided to go for a full new interior which we would install ourselves. This meant all of the work on the interior 
already done went out the window. This was a risky decision given the fact that Simon already had an Alfa 
which had been dismantled at that time for over 5 years and still is.  Twelve months after we picked it up we 
spent the Anzac Day and Easter long weekends working on it and managed to get 80% of the interior re-
placed. The other 20% took us the next 12 months.  During which time we were unfortunate to get a bump 
from behind, which meant another wait for a new bumper. 
 
In early 2008 we decided it was time to finish off the work and get the rust spots under the doors fixed. We 
searched around for a specialist who would take appropriate care of our Baby and found Michael at Still 
One Automotive. He showed us the Aston Martin he was carefully re-profiling and the Ford which was hav-
ing every nut and bolt replaced and we knew we had found the right man. 
 
Although we had intended the rust removal to be a minor job once we looked closely we realised that most 
of the panels needed some small work done due to small stone chips, scratches etc. This led us to decide 
to go ahead and add the roof and go for a full bare-metal repaint. This of course meant that the entire inte-
rior we had so lovingly replaced had to come out again. We really did not think the order through very well. 
 
Five months down the track after a full strip back, rust removal, rust proofing, priming and repainting we 
were at the workshop on a regular visit when Michael mentioned they could just undo a few bolts, drop the 
engine out and do under the bonnet properly. His enthusiasm was catching and in our hearts it was what 
we wanted so we quickly agreed. The engine and suspension was fully disassembled, striped, and re-
painted including mechanical repairs to the steering and brake booster. 
 
In February this year, a further 4 months down the track, we tentatively drove our new and shiny Baby 
home. In the end we had done the full job, just as we had dreamed from the beginning. We certainly did not 
save any money by trading in the Honda and we have spent a little bit of time stranded by the side of the 
road, but we would not swap our P1800 for anything. 

Factory brochure boasting the 1969 Volvo 1800S features 
1969 was the year with the least number of 1800s leaving the factory -  1693 units in total 

Presumably Volvo was getting ready for the launch of the fuel injected 1800E 
1969 also marked the last of the bodies that were to be  shipped from Pressed Steel in Scotland 

With the start of the 1800E run, bodies of the rest of the series were assembled in Sweden 
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Second Time Lucky 123GT by George Minassian 

Owners: George & Vicki Minassian 
Owned Since: 1996 
Model: 1968 B18B 123GT 
Type: 133352P 
Chassis number: 303358 
Colour: 94, Dark Green  
Interior: 425- 552, Tan 
Delivery Date: 20 June 1968 
 
Vicki and I have owned several 
Amazons since 1987. We bought our 
first one, a Red 1962 four door, from 
Coogee in Sydney for $1,750. As we 
approached the address we noticed 
the 122S parked in the street.  Vicki 
also noticed a 244 looking as lost as 
we were. Vicki said quick I think there is another prospective buyer looking for the same address. As it hap-
pened, we just beat two other would be purchasers to the ownerôs door. So we had first option. Phew! The 
car key was found and I went with the owner for a test drive with two passengers in the back seat ready to 
make the purchase if I said no. That was our first one. I remember it being a very wet drive back to Tweed 
with Vicki following in our 360GLT. There were so many pot holes on the Pacific Highway that the 360 
needed two mag wheels to be straightened but the 120 got there in one piece. 
 
Vicki took a Pearl White 122S Wagon to our Clubôs first rally at Tamworth in 1988 and with top tailgate open 
we made a lot of trips to IKEA in Brisbane to pickup several book cases. When we drove down to Sydney in 
it in 1989 some of our friends that we visited thought that our business had gone bust and thatôs why we 
were driving a ócheap old carô. Some people donôt get it, do they! They couldnôt believe that we drive the 
Amazon for fun! 
 
My most memorable 122S was 
a Dark Grey 1963 four door that 
I bought in Sydney in 1989 for a 
huge amount of $7,500. A lot of 
money at the time. (Hard to be-
lieve that was twenty years 
ago). But I could see that re-
storing one to that standard was 
going to cost me a lot more in 
both time and money. I used 
this car quite a bit. Two Repco 
Mountain Rallies (Jaguar Club) 
in the mid nineties, teaming up 
with Kevin Elliott from Wollon-
gong on one and the other with 
Volvo Rally Ace of the sixties 
John Keran at the helm, (what 
an experience!)  Both those events landed us second place in our category. 
 
Then came my first 123GT, a red 1968 model. That was bought from the original owner at Kiama on the 
south coast of NSW in 1990. Kevin Elliott and I managed to do the first Targa Tasmania Event in 1992 in it. 
The 123 is a great car. Itôs lower geared (diff ratio 4.56 as per B18 1800S models) to race other cars off the 
lights and with the overdrive has very long legs and less engine noise for highway travelling. It basically has 
1800S running gear. All 122S models suffer from high revs hence high engine noise on the highway, but 
not this. And although the B18B engine in the 123 is straight out of the 1800S, it has an induction roar from 
the engine bay unlike that of the 1800S. All I can put it down to is the acoustics of the engine bay and bon-
net. If anyone has any other theories on this then Iôd like to hear them. Another difference between the 

1968 123GT and 1963 122S 
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1800S and the 123GT (or a 122S for that matter) that I notice is the ease of the accelerator pedal. Where in 
the 1800 the pedal is anchored to the floor, the pedal in the 120 is hanging down from the accelerator link-
age. Much easier and much more nibble in my view. So much so that I remember modifying an 1800S I 
used to own, to improve itôs drivability.  
 
I used this car for another three years when one afternoon tragedy struck. I was parked on the Pacific High-
way at Tweed Heads while visiting a computer store when there was an almighty crash outside. To my hor-
ror, a Saab driven by a young guy had ploughed into the back of my 123 pushing it up against another car 
parked in front of it. Needless to say, the car was a total write off. It was very sad! I had it towed home and 
mulled over what I should do. The car was insured, so there was no problem there. But where do you find 
another 123GT. There are only about 35 of these cars in Australia. A phone called to John Wells to see if 
he would part with his dark green 123GT one was first met with a negative response. But after a couple of 
phone calls a price was agreed on and I had a replacement car for a couple of grand more than the insur-
ance pay out. I was very happy. I spent a few months modifying it to my liking and there it is. Performance 
Wheels, Koni shock absorbers, a period Moto-Lita Steering wheel and a slightly thicker front bar. I have had 
this car now since 1996 and it still gives me great pleasure in driving and owning it. And so do my other Vol-
vos, a 1966 1800S and a 1970 142S factory Rally car. But then thatôs another story for next time. 
 
Oh! And I forgot to mention the factory 122S that I started restoring when 
Andy White hounded me until I sold it to him. Iôm glad I did because he used 
it in many Targa Tasmania tarmac races and did extremely well in it. And I 
forgot to mention a half a dozen or so other 120s, but then whoôs counting.  

1992 Targa Tasmania  
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Owners: Jeff & Rosemary Turner 
Owned Since: 2009 
Model: 1970 B20E 1800E 
Type: 183352T  
Chassis number: 32639 
Colour : 100 (safari yellow) 
 
Jeff is only a recent introduction 
to the Volvo way of life. Having 
accompanied us to Lismore in 
August, and having ogled Rich-
ard Brabazonôs 1800E for some 
time, I think he became quite 
smitten with the 1800, until one 
day very excitedly he acquired 
his new lady. 
 
The car came from Albion Park 
Rail (near Wollongong NSW), 
Jeff having seen the car adver-
tised on carpoint.com.au. He 
had been looking for (only) three months until he found her. By the way, he had his share of disappointment 
in his search (been thereé.) 
 
His little girl is unusual in that it has a set of custom made Simmons mags. They look really smart. His car 
also has A/C (which I am sure scores brownie points with Rosemary), and not that long ago underwent a 
full respray. She has a semi-loud exhaust too, so really sounds the part. Of course, she has the usual B20E 
and the M410 gearbox. Does anyone know why they used that óbox for only one year? 
 
Jeff was lucky enough to get a number of spares with her when he picked her up. Although she appears to 
have had no recent work done, Jeff has identified a few things he would like to fix, like the clutch. 
 
It was truly refreshing to see Jeffôs enthusiasm for his new toy. It really was contagious. Just remember 
though, Jeff, that they donôt breedéé. 

 
 

A New Memberõs 1800E by Robert Bakker 
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Volvo 1800-120 Club Aust Inc. 
Books for Sale 

 

Buy either Book  
for $60.00 inc. p&p 

 

Or 
 

Buy Both Books 
For $100.00 inc. p&p 

 
Cheques/money orders payable to the  

Volvo 1800/120 Club 

P.O.Box 6522, Tweed Heads South 

NSW 2486 

Volvo 1800 - The complete Story 
By David Styles 

Volvo P120 - The Amazon Se-
ries 

By Dieter Gunther 

1800S Speedometer Repair 
 
I recently stripped my speedo in an effort to see what was making it waver so much. The needle was jump-
ing around by as much as 20 mile difference while driving. A bit hard to know what speed youôre doing. I 
have put up with it like this for over 10 years. It was time to see whatôs making it do that. Once out of the 
car, I tried turning it with a spare square drive that I had and I could feel it binding and not too easy to turn. I 
have seen these seize up and strip the plastic gear at the gearbox end. After bending all the way around 
the chrome sleeve, I was able to strip it down to get to the inside. You will have three parts. The facia with 
all itôs plastic bits, the back cover and the workings of the speedo. Be careful not to bend or break the nee-
dle when you are splitting the unit because it does get caught on the dial. They werenôt made with servicing 
in mind.  
 
There are a couple of gears in there that have had some black grease that had solidified somewhat which 
made turning it a bit hard and erratic. Make sure you work on a clean surface with plenty of light. A good 
clean up with methylated spirits, a small jewellerôs screwdriver, cotton buds, an old tooth brush and a clean 
rag got most of the solid grease off. I was turning it with the square drive all this time to get to all the areas 
around the two gears. I could feel it loosening up quite a bit. I put it back together and back in the car for a 
spin around the block. Itôs not rock solid but I donôt think they ever were. It would now move around a maxi-
mum of 2-3 miles difference. Much more acceptable.  I could possibly improve on that very marginally by 
replacing the speedometer cable, but I donôt think itôs 
worth it since I probably have improved it by almost 95% 
by cleaning off the gummed up grease.  
 
No matter how good your car is, I find there is always 
room for improvement. Now for the next job. 
 

George Minassian 


